
FULL PLATE: An evening of Art, Books and Food to benefit 
Artspace 
 
January 21, 2012, With one extra dinner on dinner on Saturday 
January 28, 2012. 
 
*Red indicates a sold out event: Sorry, please make another 
selection! 
1.  
Architects Fred and Laura Clarke invite you to experience the last 
house designed by American sculptor Tony Smith in the old granite 
quarry overlooking Long Island Sound in the company of Robert 
Storr, Dean of the Yale School of Art. In his early career, as an 
architect, Tony Smith designed a small handful of homes including 
only two in Connecticut. The Clarke House, featured in Alex Gorlin’s 
Tomorrow's Houses: New England Modernism (Rizzolli, 2011), was 
recently restored to its original 1951 concept. Dean Storr, who will 
lead an informal discussion, organized the 1998 MoMA exhibition: 
Tony Smith: Architect, Painter, Sculptor --a retrospective of the 
artist's work.  
(Guilford ). 
 
2.  
Bun Lai, Miya’s award-winning chef, leader of the sustainable  
Sushi movement, and culinary visionary, recently traveled across the 
country in an RV with a film crew. The end destination was the 
American Fishery Society where Bun exchanged ideas and his 
special creations with with some of the world's leading ocean and 
fishery scientists and 4,000 of the Society's members. Bun will share 
his views on the future of sushi and prepare dinner with you. Will 
Reynolds, who directed the filming and is now editing the footage, 
will screen clips from their travelogue.  
(New Haven) 
 
3.  
A true town & gown insider's treat, Betsy Lerner, literary agent and 
author, and John Donatich, the Director of the Yale University Press, 
invite you to view a sneak peek at many of the Press’ upcoming 
contemporary art publications. The Yale University Press has grown 
leaps and bounds under Donatich’s tenure, producing new 
scholarship and context to artwork collected by in some the 
world’s finest museums and galleries. Betsy is the author of two 



books, THE FOREST FOR THE TREES and FOOD AND LOATHING 
as well as a notorious blog. John is the author of a memoir, 
AMBIVALENCE, A LOVE STORY and the forthcoming novel,  
THE VARIATIONS, to be published in March, 2012. Join Betsy and 
John at their new Westville home as they serve you good food and 
an inquisitive literary discourse. 
(New Haven) 
 
4.  
Angus Trumble, Senior Curator of Paintings and Sculpture at the 
Yale Center for British Art, will join George and Meghan Knight to 
muse about domestic libraries and book rooms (George’s firm, 
Knight Architecture, has just designed one for Trumble), and to 
reflect upon their especially rewarding architect-client relationship. 
Come join the conversation over dinner and wine; no need to 
whisper!  
(New Haven) 
 
5.  
Artspace Board President David Leffell and his wife, Cindy, welcome 
you to their New Haven home for a discussion about landscape 
photography and the challenges of publishing limited-edition art and 
photography books. Guests will learn about the genesis of 
Connecticut Pastoral (Gaoh Press, 2011) his new book of 
photographs of the northwest hills of Connecticut and the southern 
Berkshires.  
(New Haven). 
 
6.  
The Institute Library. Spend an atmospheric evening dining in the 
historic Young Men's Institute Library, one of the last remaining 
membership libraries in the US. Truly a gem, this proudly 
anachronistic library is a period piece full of unusual books, and 
boasts a unique cataloging system. The evening will feature a 
vintage recipe cocktail, and a special display of historic cookbooks 
from Institute board member Eva Geertz's private collection. Enjoy 
this unique opportunity to sup in the library with the bold and 
energetic new Director, Will Baker, who is reanimating this New 
Haven treasure. After dinner, borrow some of the Institute's books if 
you wish: your reservation includes a year's membership to the 
Library.  
(New Haven) 



 
7.  
Go behind the scenes with Library Science exhibiting artist Erica 
Baum, Yale MFA in Photography, whose images offer up conceptual 
poetry based on found juxtapositions of words, whether on two 
corners of a dog-eared page or across subject headings within the 
drawers of card catalogues. Baum’s work, developed at libraries at 
Yale, the Frick, Columbia and public libraries in Hoboken and Jersey 
City, has been shown internationally and is included in the collection 
of the Yale Art Gallery. Your hosts are Prof.John Geanakoplos, Tobin 
professor of Economics at Yale University, and Prof. Anne Higonnet, 
Professor of Art History at Barnard College and Columbia University.  
(New Haven). 
 
8. 
Dinner in the Gallery! Meet Rachel Gugelberger, Curator of the 
Library Science Exhibition and the Library Science Film Festival (also 
presently serving as Senior Curator of the venerable New York art 
center Exit Art) in conversation with exhibiting artists, surrounded by 
work that contemplates how our relationship to libraries is changing 
in the digital age. Jordan Caterers hosts this first ever sit-down 
dinner inside Artspace.  
(New Haven). 
 
9.  
Can't make the January 21 date?  
Join us instead on Saturday January 28,2012 for a family-style 
dinner surrounded by library-themed works of art with EC Schroeder, 
the new Director of the Beinecke Library at Yale to learn about role 
of the special collections library in our quickly changing world, and 
why real books still matter. A rare chance to break bread in the 
contemporary setting of Artspace, with hosts and library advocates 
Frank Mitchell and Michael Morand. 
(New Haven) 
 
 
About Artspace and Full Plate:  
 
Artspace is a dynamic non-profit organization 
whose mission to connect artists, audiences, and resources; to catalyze artistic 
activity; and to redefine where art can happen. Artspace has helped thousands 
of emerging artists develop their careers through exhibition, teaching, mentoring, 
and commissioning opportunities. Our programs give visual artists unparalleled 
visibility, training and income, and are designed to foster appreciation for the 



vital role that artists play in improving the community. 
This edition of Full Plate supports Artspace’s efforts to strengthen the 
relationship between artists and librarians, so as to make library resources more 
accessible to artists and to find new avenues of support for library collections. 
All proceeds will support Artspace’s free library-focused programs and 
exhibitions, including free films for all ages at public libraries, library installations 
by local artists, networking for librarians and artists, and hands-on art making 
workshops for high school students built on resources. 


